MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
that is the whole space that these unfortunate people have
in which to sleep and eat and live. What life must be like
under such conditions is difficult to imagine. How it is
possible for people to keep their temper and health under
the constant irritation of such close quarters, how brain
workers can show anything approaching their foil efficiency,
is an insoluble riddle to the Englishman.
Although I saw none of the grade IV houses, I did see a
good many of grades II and III; I began to feel ashamed of
living in a comfortable suite in the hotel and to wonder
whether one ought not to ask two or three families to share
it!
The following quotations from Kaganovich's address to the
plenum of the Mossoviet in 1931 are of interest. Kaganovich
is explaining how well people are housed in Moscow in
1931 as against pre-war days and gives the two following
cases:
"Bubentzov, who in the old days shifted from basement
to basement, now occupies a room of 15 square metres,
together with his wife and six-year-old daughter. Two
months ago a son was born to him*
"Lesenkov. Before the Revolution the family of eight
persons occupied a room with a floor space of 12 square
metres, Now he has 24^ square metres for seven members
of the family,"
In these two cases which Kaganovich quotes with satis-
faction there are under the new conditions 3f and 3 J square
metres per head! The Lesenkov family has seven members
living in a room of 245 square feet, comparable to the very
worst case of overcrowding in England, which is generally
regarded as deeply shocking. And yet so low is the Moscow
standard that even a man of Kaganovich's experience and
width of outlook is able to quote such a case with pride as
an example of Bolshevik achievement.
The worst overcrowding in Moscow may not be much
worse than the worst in London or Manchester, but in
England this bad overcrowding is confined to x or 2 per
cent of the population; in Moscow it is nearly universal,
In Manchester we axe pulling down thousands of "two up
and two down55 houses, houses with three living-rooms and
a kitchen and a separate backyard, with water laid on to